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• SPECIAL FIRE FORCE COMPANY 7 

An unorthodox company made up 
of former vigilante corps members?! 



SUMMARY... ' | oJ|p 

Fire Force Company l's 
Lieutenant Rekka Hoshimiya 
turned out to be a sympathizer of the < 8 $ 

Evangelist. They finally manage to 
detain him, but the "white hoods" kill him to 
keep him from talking. Seeing this as a very 
serious incident. Raffles III, Sovereign of the 
Tokyo Empire, assembles the company captains 
and gives them strict orders to track down the 
Evangelist. Soon thereafter, the Joker suddenly 
appears before Shinra, and tells him that if he 
finds the Evangelist, he'll find his brother, ShoM 
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CHAPTER XXXV 





















9 
























































































THE PROMISE I 
MADE MOM- 
FELL APART. THAT 
PROMISE TIED ME 
AND MOM AND 
SHO TOGETHER... 

IT KEPT US 
TOGETHER AS A 
FAMILY.'.' 


TO BE HONEST 
I COULDN'T 
SAY HOW I 
WOULD FEEL 
IF I EVER GOT 
TO SEE SHO 
AGAIN. 




"I'M 
GONNA 
PE A 

SUPERHERO 

A/VP 

PROTECT 
YOU AND 
5H0//" 


BUT 

STILL... 




I... 

HAVE NO IDEA 
WHAT SHO 
WOULD BE 
LIKE NOW... 
OR EVEN 
WHAT HE'D 
LOOK LIKE. 
















































NO MATTER 
WHAT 
HAPPENS, 

I WILL 
KEEP THAT 
PROMISE'.' 
THAT WILL 
NEVER 
CHANGE.'.' 



( THIS IS ONLY A \ 

/ PART OF THEM... \ A* ^ M 

/ FIND ANY INFOR- L. C fl 

MATION YOU CAN \ A A ). 

THAT MIGHT BE l '=z=- / ‘/f 

RELATED TO THE S sMYi 

WHITE HOODS, / TPWS* ^ 

\ NO MATTER HOW / / 

\ INSIGNIFICANT / A / 

j^rnitvnFQQ 


s||I 

TO si i 



SSBim 
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IF IT 
WAS IN 
ANY OF 

NNNNGH... 

THE RE¬ 

A WHITE- 

PORTS, 

HOODED 

YOU'D 

ORGAN¬ 

THINK 

IZATION... 

WE'D 

NOTICE... 





YOURE 
LOOKING A 
LITTLE GREEN 
FROM ALL 
THIS BRAIN 
WORK... 
YOU SHOULD 
JUST KEEP 
GOING UNTIL 
YOU DIE. 
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WHATEVER 
HAPPENS, 
SHO, T WILL 
KEEP MY 
PROMISE. 
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Stamp: Company I 
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COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
HOW WAS 
COMPANY 8 
FORMED? 


I HAVEN'T 
HEARD 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
BEFORE I 
JOINED, 
EITHER. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI: 
THE ORIGINS OF FIRE 
FORCE COMPANY 8 

PART ONE 



























































































WHAT 
DO YOU 
SAY, Hl- 
NAWA? 


I DON'T BE¬ 
LIEVE IN ANY 
“SREAT SUN 
SOD." AND 
YOU'RE NOT 
A MEMBER 
OF THE HOLY 
SOL TEMPLE, 
EITHER. 


I'VE 
KNOWN 
YOU A LONS 
TIME... 

AND I KNEW 
YOU'D SAY 
THAT. 


IT'S NOT LIKE 
SETTINS 
A SUN 
BAPTIZED 
IS SOINS 
TO CHANSE 
WHAT 
HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU 
FIRE IT. 


WHY DOES 
A NICE 6UY 
LIKE YOU 
WASTE HIS 
TIME WITH 
A SUY LIKE 
ME? 


/ IT MIGHT ’ 

pp 

CHURCH AND 

GET YOUR 

CHANGE 


GUN BAPTIZED, | 

YOUR PER- 


TOO, JUST TO J 

1 SPECTIVE A 


SEE HOW IT ft 

d LITTLE. 


\ WORKS OUT? / 
































































































































































ONCE HE'S AN 
INFERNAL, THE 
ONLY WAY TO PUT 
OUT THE FLAMES 
THAT SURROUND 
HIM WILL BE TO 
KILL HIM. 
























SERGEANT 

tilNAWA/ 

PLEASE, 

STAND 

BACK!/ 





















WHY 

COULDN'T 
I DO THAT 
FOR HIM ? 


WHY 

COULDN'T 
I SHOOT 
HIM? 












































































































CHAPTER XXXVII: 
THE ORIGINS OF FIRE 
FORCE COMPANY 8 

PART TWO 









REPORTING IN, 
SIR! I'M OBI. 
I'M IN CHARGE 
OF THE FIRE¬ 
FIGHTERS AT 
THIS SCENE! 









THE BLUE 

WHILE THEY 
PUT OUT THE 
INFERNAL, 
WE'LL LEAD 
THE CIVILIANS 
TO SAFETY 
AND KEEP THE 

n 

U.' I | \ 

STRIPES 

ARE 

HERE// 

FIRE FROM 
SPREADING// 


wl t~ TV 





























































YEAH, ALL 
OUR JOBS 
HAVE BEEN 
A BUNCH 
OF SNOOZE- 
FESTS 
LATELY. 


SO ONE 
OF 'EM’S 
A FIGHTER. 
THIS 
SHOULD 
ACTUALLY 
BE FUN. 


SO WHO'S 
GONNA 
GO TAKE 
CARE OF 
THE BORING 
ONE? 


IGNORE 
THE LOW- 
POINT ONE 
FOR NOW. 
IT’S NOT 
GOING 
ANY¬ 
WHERE. I 


WE 

FINALLY 
GOT A 
FEISTY 
ONE. 


BUT IT 
LOOKS 
LIKE SOME 
OF THEM 
AREN'T THAT 
DIFFERENT 
FROM 
SOLDIERS IN 
THE ARMY. 


PEOPLE 
KEEP TALKING 
ABOUT THE 
KIND, 
MERCIFUL 
FIRE FORCE... 

























































































IS THIS THE 
MATCHBOX 
THE BLUE 
STRIPES 
CAME IN 
ON? 


A TYPE 7 
FIREFISHT- 
INS AX... 
NOT SURE I 
KNOW HOW 
TO USE IT... 


BUT IF THEY 
LET THOSE 
JERKS USE 
THEM, THEN 
SURELY I 
CAN... 


.piri 














































































































































COULDN'T 

SHOOT 

HIM. 


I DON'T HAVE A 
WHOLE LOT OF 
FAITH IN THE HOLY 
SOL TEMPLE...BUT I 
COULDN'T SHOOT 
HIM WITH A GUN 
THAT HADN’T BEEN 
BAPTIZED. 




































































































































































CHAPTER XXXVIII: 
THE WHEREABOUTS 
OF THE WHITE-CLAD 
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COMPANY 8 IS 
LIKE MY FAMILY... 
I CAN TRUST 
THEM. 


I TOLD THEM 
MY BROTHER 
MIGHT BE 
WORKING 
FOR THE 
EVANGELIST...A 
COMMANDER 
OF HIS ORDER 
OF KNIGHTS... 


I TOLD THEM... 
ABOUT HOW 
I SAW JOKER, 
AND HOW 
MY BROTHER 
MIGHT STILL 
BE ALIVE... 
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BUT NOW 
WE'LL BUILD 
OUR STRATEGY 
AROUND THE 
ASSUMPTION 
THAT SHINRA’S 
BROTHER IS 
WITH HIM. 



THIS DOESN'T 
CHANGE 
OUR MISSION 
TO HUNT 
DOWN THE 
EVANGELIST. 
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THEWierito j 
| THEtptiEjM 

whoywentM 

INF.ERNAL^WASl 

WEARlHlGfALLW 


THE EXTIN¬ 
GUISHING 
WENT ALL 
R/GHT...BUT 
THERE WERE 
SEVERAL 
THINGS ABOUT 
THAT FIRE 
THAT DIDN'T 
ADD UP. 
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ASAKUSA 
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WE'RE NOT 
FOLLOWING ANY 
IMPERIAL ORDERS 
TO FIND THE 
EVANGELIST. 


BUT IF HE 
WANTS TO 
COME PICK A 
FIGHT WITH US, 
I'M GAME. 


IGNORE 

THEM. 


WHAT 
A PAIN 
IN THE 
ASS. 



I TPllV TO 
STOP ZM, 
ZUT TUZY 
WOULDN'T 
TAKE NO FOP 
AN ANSWER// 
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CHAPTER XXXIX: 
THE GREATEST 
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THE 

TOWNSFOLK 

HERE 

COULD BE 
THEIR NEXT 
TARGET. 




IT WAS THE 
EMPIRE THAT 
DECIDED THAT 
THE EVANGE¬ 
LIST AND THE 
WHITE HOODS 
ARE OUR EN¬ 
EMIES. 
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Ill 






















































WE DON'T DO 
THINGS THE 
SAME WAY, 
BUT MAYBE... 
DEEP DOWN, 
THEY'RE NOT 
THAT DIFFER¬ 
ENT FROM 
COMPANY 8. 
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CHAPTER XL: 

THE NIGHT BEFORE 
THE BATTLE OF 
ASAKUSA 
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THIS ISN'T LIKE 
OUR FUNERALS 
OR THE PROTO¬ 
NATIONALIST ONES. 
IT MUST BE THEIR 
OWN UNIQUE KIND 
OF SEND-OFF. 


ANYONE 
WHOSE HOUSE 
WAS DE¬ 
STROYED IN 
THE SEND- 
OFF ., STAY AT 
THE GUARD¬ 
HOUSE!! 


WE'LL TAKE 
CARE OF YOU 
UNTIL CON¬ 
STRUCTION IS 
FINISHED!! 
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WHEN IT 
HAP¬ 
PENED, 

I... 

r if Li 

1 | 

I LEARNED 
ABOUT IT AT 

THE ACADEMY 

BUT NO, I'D 
NEVER ACTU¬ 
ALLY SEEN IT. 

# • 

...WAS IN A 
SITUATION SO 
BAD HE HAD 

TO USE HIS 
POWERS UNTIL 

HE STARTED TO 
CARBONIZE. 


^ Qr ' ' 

V : 1 

rr 

SO THE ' 
LIEUTEN¬ 
ANT... 

m 

Tifonr 

: f HE'S TALKING 
— U ( WITH 

1 LIEUTENANT 

HINAWA OVER 
THAT WAY 

ILL 

OH// THAT'S 1 

WHY I'M HERE, 1 
ACTUALLY- 
THE CAPTAIN |j i 

WANTED ME f ! 

TO COME GET 

YOU/ i 

f I WANT SH'NRA, y 

V TO TALK WAS 1 

TO YOUR I 

CAPTAIN. § 

WHERE IS M 

\ HE? /« 
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NOW LET'S 
TURN 
MORE 
OF THIS 
TOWN INTO 
INFERNALS. 


I . 



















CHAPTER XLI: 

A COMPOSITE FIRE 
SOLDIER ENRAGED 
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IT'S 

JUST A 
START 


WE CAN 
SEARCH 
FOR THE 
EVANGE¬ 
LIST. 


- T 


WB YEAH, I'M WOR- 

...BUT I 

HOPE WE 
CAN START 

DO HAVE JJJU -Tin T 

COMPANY W 1 

WK RIED ABOUT 

IRIS-SAMA. I 
vf KNOW SHE HAD 

OUR INVES¬ 
TIGATION 
SOON. 

WH^WE'RE jt 

WA TO STAY BEHIND 

Jk BECAUSE OF 

1 \ ALL THE PROTO- 

|J l NATIONALISTS 

L 

J Ji 

Ml IN COMPANY 7. 
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WHAT 
DID WE 
DO?/ 
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CHAPTER XLII: 

OBI VS. BENIMARU 

















































'# 'i Sfirf 





































































































































V5^. 
























































Iik.fi /-'it 





































- r" 

BUT I \ 

1K\ 

CAN'T 


STAND 


WATCHING 

HIS 


RIDICULOUS 

J\ w J ~ 

FIGHTING 

J V 1 / 

STYLE. 
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tUCMM- 

isotnnn& ] 


TO BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 6!! 
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llSHQNENfmGAZINE MANGA' 

■ NEW.GQMERyAWARE roR^mGiglAN^ HIS SERIES RAVE I 
i ^SrERXMlgHl BEGAN IN WEEKLY SHOtiEN MAGAZINE' 

BIG HIT - AND WAS E M MADE INTO" — 

Kna nIm E SERIES. HE’S BEEN WRITINGWATTLE FANTASY P 
TAaNG^BOUMHE BGisIDS BETWEEN FRIENDS FOR W 
MAGAZINE EVER SINCE. CURRENTLY, HE IS WORKING ON 
THE CLIMAX OF FXlRY TAIL! WHEN HE'S NOT WORKING, HE 
ENJOYS PLAYING GAMES WITH HIS STAFF! 


^WlNlSlERT®F^THE]3RD:ENlXf21S TpENTURY MANG^B 
AWARDJN l 20Qlf THAT SAME YEAlvHE MADE HIS ^ 
SERIAL DEBUT® MONTHLY,SHONEI^ANGAN \M 
(PUBLISHED ByZ 5QUARE-EI)IIX) WITH ffigH/. HIS 'SOUL/ 
~ EATER ('04-M 3*SAME PUBLISHER) w||^lBiG;HT THAT 
WAS ADAPTEDjWfoT SE^ERA l. FORJW^OjJmEDTA. ~f 
GURRE FITLY, HE® R/SwG FIRE FORCE. HISpNIQUE 
characters andJworld^bu ildinc^have attract- 
ED r MAN'flE£NS .'W AND HIS STAFF DECIDE WHAT TO 
EAT AT WORK USING ROCK-PAPER-SCISSORS. 



QUESTION: 

Two artists of battle 
fantasy manga, with 
similar age and 
career histories, now 
battling it out for the 
first time! (ha ha) 


ATSUSHI OHKU- 
BO-SENSEI 
(OHKUBO): Yes! 
Mashima-sensei 
debuted three years 
before I did (Mashi¬ 
ma-sensei debuted in 
1998, Ohkubo-sensei 
in 2001), so I've been 
really excited to meet 
him today! 


HIRO MASHIMA- 
SENSEI (MASHI- 

MA): Actually, this 
isn't our first meeting. 
I said hi to Ohkubo- 
sensei once when 
he was working as 
Rando Ayamine- 
sensei's assistant on 
CetBackers. 

















Mashima (cont.): 

We were both about 
20 years old. How 
long did it take you 
to go from assistant 
to your 
debut? 

Ohku- 
bo: Ex¬ 
actly two 
years. 

Mashi¬ 
ma: 

That's 
really fast. And if you 


if you were an as¬ 
sistant for Magazine, 
why did you debut 
in Monthly Shonen 
GanGan (ha ha)? 
Ohkubo: The 
reason I debuted with 
Monthly Shonen Gan¬ 
Gan is that Enix (now 


Square-Enix) was 
close to my house... 
(ha ha). So I brought 
my work to them, and 
thankfully they said, 
"Let's publish it." It's 
the company that 
did Dragon Quest, 
so I thought I should 
write fantasy. Did you 
always know that you 
wanted to write fan¬ 
tasy, Mashima-sensei? 
Mashima: Oh no, 
not at all. When I 
was just starting out, I 


drew modern stories, 
too. I wanted to draw 
fantasy, but they 
didn't really do that at 
Magazine at the time, 
so it was actually 
pretty rough. 
Ohkubo: Right, 
even GetBackers was 


kind of outside of the 
norm. Rave Master 
was more of a fan¬ 
tasy, so I guess it kind 
of paved the way. 
Mashima: I talked 
it over with my editor, 
and I was told it can't 
be like a GanGan or 
Jump fantasy; it had 
to be a Magazine 
fantasy. 

Ohkubo: So what 
does that mean, spe¬ 
cifically? 

Mashima: It means, 
if nothing else, to 
make it easy to under¬ 
stand for readers who 
aren't used to fantasy. 

I was young at the 
time, so there were 
parts where I thought, 
"They'll understand 
if they just read it!" 
but thinking back on 
it, I'm glad my editor 
wasn't so lenient. 
Ohkubo: I see. 
Readers who know 
fantasy will fill in the 
gaps in their own 
imaginations, but if 
they're not used to it, 
you have to explain 
the rules of the world 
clearly, or they might 
get frustrated and quit 
before they get to the 
really good parts. 
Actually, for Fire 



don't mind my asking, 











Ohkubo (cont.): Force, I 
don't always bother to explain; I 
just go for it (ha ha). I probably 
wouldn't be able to do that if you 
hadn't laid that foundation, and 
if not for the current readership. 
Mashima: Now the way I've 
been doing it is so firmly in¬ 
grained in me that if I do another 
series, maybe I'll have to borrow 
some strength from Fire Force to 
leave more things out (ha ha). 


Question: Was it 

the influence of other 
fantasy works that 
you've come into con¬ 
tact with 
that moti¬ 
vated you 
both? 

Mashi¬ 
ma: 

That's 
right. I 
like man¬ 
ga, but I 
loved Dragon Quest. 
Ohkubo: Yes RPGs 
are very popular 
among our genera¬ 
tion. And I had this 
thought, "Because 
I can only draw 
fantasy while I'm 
young!" But here I am 
in my 30s, still writ¬ 
ing fantasy (ha ha). 
Mashima: We'll 
probably still be do¬ 
ing it when we're 50 


(ha ha). 

Ohkubo: And 

maybe there's a lot 
of, "Only in manga." 
For example, if you 
tried to make a live- 
action Fairy Tail or 
Fire Force... 
Mashima: Yeah, 
there are some things 
that you 
might 
not be 
able to 
pull off. 

Oh¬ 
kubo: 

Exactly. 

So I want 
to draw a 
world that works 
because it's a 
manga. 

Question: 

Allow me to ask 
you about each 
other's manga. 
Ohkubo-sensei, 


do you have a favor¬ 
ite character in Fairy 
Tail ? 

Ohkubo: Bran¬ 
dish! She's too cute!! 
Mashima-sensei's 
series have such cute 
girls, I look forward 
to every issue! 
Mashima: Thank 
ou very much (ha 
a). Speaking of fe¬ 
male characters, I like 
Tamaki. I've never 
seen a character like 
that, with a lucky 
lecher lure. 














Mashima (cont.): But it's 
actually funny without get¬ 
ting vulgar. 

Ohkubo: Sexy scenes 
don't get so dirty when you 
make them comical, so I'm 
always keeping that in mind. 
Mashima: I want you to 
transfer her to Company 8 
so she can be in it more (ha 
ha). 

Ohkubo: Thank you (ha 
ha). 

Mashima: And Shinra's 
smirk when he gets ner¬ 
vous—that left an impression 
on me, too. I love drawing 
faces like that. I read it and 
thought, "It must be hard to 
keep going with that." 
Ohkubo: He's not smiling 
out of overconfidence—he's 
really taking these problems 
very seriously, but he can't 
help smiling. But Natsu is 
a hero with a lot of con¬ 
fidence. I can't draw that 
type of character myself, so I 
really admire it when I see it. 
Mashima: Yeah, Rave 
Master's Haru was the ang- 
sty hard-working type, so I 
thought let's just take it easy 
this time (ha ha). 

Ohkubo: I see! In my case, 
I tried to challenge myself 
with an upbeat character 
and failed, so we went in 
reverse order (ha ha). And 
I'm dealing in a somewhat 
serious theme with firefight¬ 
ing, which isn't really a 
good fit with a character 



who doesn't think 
too much, so that 
was part of it. 
Mashima: I re¬ 
ally get that from 
reading it. I feel 
like there's a lot of 
entertainment out 
there right now 
that doesn't care 
much about human 
life, but Fire Force 
takes it very seri¬ 
ously. You're really 
portraying life and 
death like a real 
thing, and I think 
that's amazing. 
Ohkubo: Well, 
life was treated 
very casually in 
Soul Eater (ha ha), 


so it might be the 
pendulum swing¬ 
ing the other way. 
Mashima: And 
I think it's pretty 
original that ev¬ 
eryone's powers in 
Fire Force are fire- 
related. Usually 
you get all different 
types, right? 
Ohkubo: I'm a 
little twisted, so I 
was like, "It'd be 
pretty interesting 
if everybody had 
the same power." 
The lucky lecher 
lure came from my 
twisted and kind 
of perverse nature, 
too (ha ha). 

















Ques¬ 
tion: 

This is 
your first 
weekly se¬ 
ries, right, 
Ohkubo- 
sensei? 
How is the 
schedule working out 
for you? 

Ohkubo: I'm 
surprised at how fast 
the graphic novels 
come out, but I do get 
breaks. When I'm not 
working, I play video 
games. Lately, I spend 
all my time on Dark 
Souls 3 (the latest in 
the action-RPG series 
from FromSoftware). 
I've been through it 
three or four times 
now. 

Mashima: Seri¬ 
ously?!! I've been 
wanting to play that 
forever, but I haven't 
gotten a chance to 
(ha ha). My staff even 
tells me, "if you like 
Monster Hunter, you'll 
wanna own this one!" 
Ohkubo: I've been 
playing Monster 
Hunter since the first 
game, too, but now 
I'm taking a break 
from collecting honey 
(a standard item used 
in combinations) (ha 
ha). You're pretty fa¬ 


mous for liking video 
games, Mashima- 
sensei. What are you 
playing lately? 
Mashima: I just 
beat Far Cry Primal 
(the latest in the hit 
action-adventure 
series by UbiSoft). I've 
been playing a lot of 
western games lately. 
Ohkubo: Western 
games are great. 

I'm hooked on them, 
too. You can re¬ 
ally become the main 
character, and get im¬ 
mersed in the world. 

I like watching the 
really cool cut scenes, 
too. 

Mashima: I like to 
play for the stories, 
too, so I'm the type to 
just keep 
watching 
cut scenes 
forever (ha 
ha). 

(After this , 
the two 
talked at 


zine, you know! Talk 
about your jobs! (ha 
ha) 

Ohkubo: Yes, sir 
(ha ha). I get a full 
day off every week. 
What about you, 
Mashima-sensei? 
Mashima: That's 
impressive. I think I 
could get a full day 
off, but I couldn't 
spend a day without 
drawing. 

Ohkubo: You're 
always drawing on 
Twitter, too. 
Mashima: If I don't 
draw, my art really 
suffers. 

Ohkubo: That's 
true; I might be a little 
off my game on my 
first day of work. Or 
maybe I just don't 
want to tackle the 
manuscript (ha ha). 
Mashima: For me, 
the first day is the 
most fun, and then I 
get tired of it as it goes 
on (ha ha). 


length 
about first-per¬ 
son shooters , 
fighting games , 
and other video 
games.) 
Question: 
You're too 
hardcore! This 
isn't going in a 
game maga¬ 


MASHIMA-SENSEI'S TWITTER 









Mashima (cont.): 

By the time I get to the 
finishing touches, I'm 
already composing my 
next rough draft in my 
head (ha ha). Do you 
draw in order from 
page one, Ohkubo- 
sensei? 

Ohkubo: Yes. Don't 
you? 

Mashima: I start 
with the page I want to 
draw (ha ha). But I've 
changed my perspec¬ 
tive lately, and now I'm 
trying to save those 
scenes for later so I 
don't get bored by the 
end. Like the pervy 
scenes...just kidding 
(ha ha). If there's, like, 
a scene with Natsu 


looking really cool, I'll 
save that for last. 
Ohkubo: I know the 
feeling! It's important 
to have scenes that get 
you excited! If you're 
gonna be a manga 
artist, you have to have 
fun with it! (ha ha) 
Question: 

We're almost out of 
time, so.... 

One last 
question: do 
you have any I 
requests for 
the kinds of 
scenes or plot I 

developments |_ 

you'd like to 
see? Mashima: 

I want to know about 
all of the Special Fire 
Force Com¬ 
panies, and 
have lots more 
characters, 
good guys 
and bad guys. 
And I'm look- 




, TAMAKI WAS ACTU- 
' ALLY ALREADY SET JOBE, U 
tTRANSFERRED W 1 


to when the world ex¬ 
pands past the bounds 
of the Fire Force. And 
one more thing—this is 
very important, so I'm 
repeating it. Please put 
Tamaki in Company 8 
with Shinra! (ha ha) 
Ohkubo: Look for¬ 
ward to it (ha ha). For 
me, first, I want scenes 
with cute girls! (ha ha) 
Also, I'm reading Fairy 
Tail's climax with bated 
breath. I want to see 
lots of Natsu doing big 
cool things for a long 
time. Whether it's fight¬ 
ing or drama, I want 
to see Natsu! I'm sure 
he's still got some crazy 
super-powerful tech¬ 
niques up his sleeve! 
Mashima: You might 
see one soon. One 
thing I can say is that 
the series has gone 
on so long, I have to 
end it in a way that the 
readers can be happy 
with. Let's just say there 
definitely won't 
be a bad ending. 
Ohkubo: Yay! 
I'm excited! I'll be 
looking forward 
to it with the all 
of the other read¬ 
ers! 















TO BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 6!! 




AFTERWORD MANGA: ATSt/SHfVA 
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Translation Notes: 

Candle in the wind, page 16 

A Japanese idiom that refers to someone on the 
brink of death is fuzen no tomoshibi, or "light in 
the wind.” Normally the translators might have 
used a more obvious idiom for this modern era 
of electricity, but first, fire imagery is always 
appropriate in this series, and second, while Shinra 
probably wouldn't use the phrase if he knew this, 
by calling Arthur "a candle in the wind," he is also 
making a reference to The Candle in the Wind, the 
last book in T.H. Whites Arthurian fantasy series, 

The Once and Future King. 

Signature stamp, page 46 

Here, Takehisa is “signing" the paperwork to complete this registration. In Japan it is 
common practice to use an inkan, or signature seal, to stamp one's name on official 
documents, package delivery forms, etc., in lieu of signing one's name. 

Two internals, page 53 

In Japanese, there are many different ways to count things, depending on what those 
things are. In this scene, Obi is describing the internals using the counter for people, 
while the officer from Company 3 uses the counter that signifies animals, meaning 
he sees the internals as less than human—something that surely contributes to Obi's 
decision! 

Kaminarimon, page 86 

Despite the steampunk embellishments, this temple is still recognizable as the 
Thunder Gate of the famous Senso-ji temple in Asakusa. The big lantern, while being 
one of the temple's most identifiable features, has a dragon carving on the bottom that 
is supposed to be a charm to ward off fires. 

Hoppy, motsuyaki, and monja, page 87 

Hoppy is a drink that is unique to Tokyo and was made as a substitute for beer, which 
was considered a luxury back when Hoppy was invented in 1948. It's mostly non¬ 
alcoholic, but is intended to be mixed with stronger (and cheaper) spirits. Motsuyaki is 
grilled organ meat (heart, liver, etc.) served on skewers, and monja (short for monjayaki) 
is a sort of thin, savory pancake that is cooked with all kinds of chopped ingredients 
such as vegetables, seafood, or even cheese. 

Daifuku, page 90 

Daifuku, or daifukumochi, is a sweet Japanese treat. It's a mochi glutinous rice cake on 
the outside and red bean paste filling on the inside. 
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Fire brigade and the flowers of 
Edo, page 99 

Edo is the old name of Japan's capital, Tokyo. Back when 
it was called Edo, widespread fires were a common 
occurrence, and the people themselves were so hot- 
tempered that fights would break out easily as well, 
hence the saying that fires and street fights were the 
flowers of Edo. To fight these fires, a hikeshi system 
was formed. Hikeshi literally means "fire extinguisher,” 
and it can refer to the organization, or to a single 
firefighter—the translators chose to use "fire brigade” for 
the organization and hikeshi for individuals. The hikeshis 
main method for putting out fires was to prevent them 
from spreading by destroying the buildings surrounding 
the fire. Of course, the system had its own problems, 
which led to several fights among hikeshi, thus increasing 
the "flowers" of fighting in an attempt to weed out the 
flowers of fire. 


Matoi, page 101 

Just as they are being used here, a matoi is a kind of 
banner used by hikeshi during the Edo era to signal to the other firefighters which 
building or area is on fire. The matoi-mochi, or standard-bearer, would take the matoi to 
the roof of the building and wave it to catch the attention of the others. Each hikeshi 
brigade had its own matoi, and often there would be a race to see who could get to the 
fire first. This particular matoi carries the number seven, for Company 7. 


Hey, kites, page 119 

Here, Benimaru calls these men tobi, which is the 
Japanese name for the black kite, a type of bird of 
prey. It’s also a slang term for any sort of laborer who 
works in high places, like a firefighter or construction 
worker. It originated as a word for firefighter, because 
theyjumped from roof to roof, and because the tool 
they used for pulling down burning buildings was 
a tobiguchi, or "kite's mouth,” probably because of its 
resemblance to a bird's beak. 

Iai Chop, page 153 

Iai, or iaido, is a Japanese martial art that specializes in techniques that involve drawing 
a sword and striking an opponent down in a single motion. As the reader can see, 
Benimaru has no sword, so instead, he uses his hand as a shuto, or "hand blade." 
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